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I. SUMMARY

I.l

1.2

1.3

1.h

This is a report on the demcgraphic characteristics of
+he Tinka of Hongor community. Tt is based on the survey
works,. undertaken during the 1977 dry season field activi-

ties.

The report covers the following main topics:

_ Pactors considered in the selectlon of the Btudy Areaj
- The geography of the Study Areaj

- The tribtal compeosition:

- The livelihood of the population

- The methodology and the structuring of the somples

- The population by size of households

- The population by age and sexj

- The maritsl status;

- The educational attainment by age, S€X and level of
educations

- The econcmically active population by place, age and sex;
and.

- Migration.

The mein demographie findings, conveyed oy this report,
reveal that the Dinka have large families, with an average
of 7 children., This is attributed o a mmber of factors
sneluding the pursuit of the Dinka for procreation: a very
highly ranking goal in their value system. AlLsOC attributed
to the large lsbour reguirements of the family to meet the
demands of livestock roising, and agriculture; again to
polyeamy, snd Tinally to the relatively recent improvements

in medical care and sanitation.
Marrisge is the menns through which individualg estsblish

families and beget children. A wife is acquired through

cattle peyment as yridewealth. Since catile for the

s



R

,' ""'; .mga asidh ﬁpmtmw aﬂnﬂg

w-rﬂ ‘(ME !mt ’I‘ﬁ 'f&i'r'-smﬁﬁa ﬂiﬁ'

i -rmg;?i.
ﬂgmﬁri“uqu S 1’& >

0! wma wte odd bue ﬁa.mmgm

& _ i rl %y ﬂ!ﬂi ot ﬂﬁ@cﬁ

gEea Bha m W@i!r *‘%ﬁ:

= 'xco y ! i‘mﬁk Iuﬂi’!&m
I—:w*'I I‘m- m iagg it J:‘Iﬂﬂﬁ:ﬁ%lm 'fﬂmﬁs

esiiees g

.‘: ¥ N

o o LR e gy 7 A

{mi& B

J =T

X ﬁs,ml"’fnm;»“q :ﬁ'&'%ﬁ&ﬁ o3 A #musm;- il |

.F&’z‘é,sﬂrﬂw szlkp. . u".‘f‘?ﬂim shetid ﬂL'
Sl Foui Gl vk

et en’ -zq -xm‘i s,;:-h Ewyﬁn k*r*ﬂz a,t hﬁ:ﬁr 4m1ma:r "T‘_"*

odisdane $aio -@mm,r -@‘Ele:r :r__'_"'_,_ vk
Broumsincetet Fnsno 1:E=m.t ' '

dabftndns alesstcEap
Sptonnd Dasiupos |
el 2oy L

Iﬁg#ﬁ

stﬂ’ T

EReE

m.-'

sy - L5

Hf!-‘fw-._

'ﬂ =T

S aﬁg 'i-t,,m:r".- Eﬂt@gﬂ ﬁ@&i&azﬂ qui:r i '

o
Ay
L

‘
e
Y=
:'|'_-_
a




I.5

I.6

TaTT

e

marriage purpose is raised from a wide circle of agnatie
¥ing, and is similarly received By a large group af rela-
tives on the side of the wife. The decision to get marrisd
and the setilement of the wridewealth are accomplished

only through group consent of both sides. This, as regearch
findings have shown. tend to delay marriages to beyond the
age of 25. The long procedures involved in the settlement
of the bridewealth. and the repayment of cattle as practi-
ced in the case of divorce, tend %o stablize marrigaes,

and kesp divorces at minimal rates.

Tllitracy reign over the ared. Almost all of the pegpula-
tion. aged LO and above, are illitrate. Those who received
education in any of its forms. are limited te the younger
age groups. This is accounted for, in part, by the late
introduction and the slow developmen® of edncatlon in the
area; and by the interruptions censed by the civil war and
ihe floods. With regard o cducational a~ttainment by seX,
maleg have had better chances in attaining achools, compared

to females.

Considering the economically sctive population, research
findings have reveidled that, almost all of the population,
ned 5 years and above., are economically achive. Some
forms of division of labour are well developed in this
Pinks commanity, especially in relation to cattle raising,
and ngriculture; as the firat is almost fully pasturally
menaged hy the younger age groupe; while the latter is
carried by the adult population.

As for place of employment, the overwhelming majority
of the actively employed population worke within the area,
being mainly engaged in livestock raising and sgriculture;

and only 8.3% are employed outside the Study Aren.

Joa
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T.8

I.10

I.11

There is an established trend of migration from this area
to the other parts of the cowntry; especially to towns and
t5 the agricultural prcduction schemes in the north. Most
of the migrant population jg drawn from the age group 10

to 29: who are motivated by many reasons, which generally

centre sround angmenting the family cash requirements.

Based on these demographic {indings, which are well elabors-
ted in the report, it could be concluded that unless changes
are inflicted in the value aystem of the Dinka, and in

their local economy, the drive of the Dinka for large size
femilies will continue. Also cattle will persist a8 =
medivm for settlement of brideweslth: enhancing thuos, and
fostering its role in asbsence of the develomment of a

viabhle cash &CONCMY.

Tn the aren of education, the hich rate of illitracy wiil

we ane of the obstacles, to the progreas of the develoument

activities anticipated to sccompany the Jonglei Canal Projecct.

In this commection, the date Furnished by this demographic
report support, the urgent need for the implementation of
the recommendations, outlined in the crash rrogramme, rTeCo-
mmended &6 the end of repart No.6. )
Finally, for creating an employment base within the ares
to provide opportunities for the migrant sector of the
population, it is highly recormended that the aeva+opm“nt
orojects, identified in reports 5 and 6, be 1mmEdinLcly

endorsed and implemented.
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GJenersal

2.1

Factora conzidered in the selection of the Study aArea

Thig is ~ study of the wopulation characteristics of the
Teic Dinka,a community in the Jonglei Canal Project Area.
The Twic community inhabiting Kongor ares hag been selec-~
ted Lo represent the Dinka living in the area from Duk
Padiet to Parisk, who will be affected by the Jonglel
Canal Project. The selection iz made on the following

grounds

i. Kongor ares inhabited by the Twic, occcupies a
central position in the Dinka land that will be
affected by the Jonglel Canal Project. With its
intermediate location belween the Duk ridge to the
north, =nd the low flooded aress to the South, it

is the most representative of the Dinks land;

ii, The population of this arens is the largest =uong
a1l the chieftainships of the Trinks of Jonglel
Provines. ﬁmﬂﬂﬂﬁ,itﬁ@mﬂﬂS&lM@e&ﬁmﬂ
wealth. The big number of population comnotes o

high representation yatio for the whole araas

iii. Research findings have ghown thet thers 1is homogenaeity
in all sspects of life between the different Dinkn
chieftainships; so selecting & representative commani-

ty will reveal the picture in the Dinka land;

jv. FKongor is aceessable by land transport from Bor towm,
1ying to the south, up to July. Selecting a different
Dinka community to the north of Kongor entails trans-
portation via Malakal, which 1= physically impossible,
a5 the road north of Kongor closes with the early
rains of May. Hence working from any place north of
Kongor limits the working season, while in Kongor

area, survey activities can be extended up to a period
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5,9, The Geography of the Study Ares

2.2.1.

2.2.2,

242-5;

The Study Area occuples the Bguthern parts of Hongor
People's Council. It comprises most of Kongor chieftain-
gships covering an area of one thousand sg.lms., and &
population of 32 thousand inbsbitants. It is located
at a distance of about 277 kims Lo the South of Malakal,
and 112 km to the North of Borj on Bor Malakal dry

weather road.

The Area is bounded to the north by the 'Hysrweng' Tinka
who 1ive around Dukx Faiwiel; and to the south by the
"yuak' sub-section of the Twie Dinka, with their court

centre st Wengkulei, 8 kv to the South east of Kongor.

On the western fringes of the atndy Area lie the 'toich!
plains, which extend up to the river proper and provide,
the tribe with its dry sezson grazing landz. To the cast
1ie the wide, uninhabited grass plains locally referred to
as 'mying'; which used to be graszed by the livestock from
the Study Area just after the ruains, and during early dry
geasonji in the years pricr to the intensification of the

Murle raids on the population of the Area.

5.2.4, The Aren defined is largely o low plain, with iimited high

2.2.5.

ground, knowmn geomorphologically as the *highlands' where
the terms is arbitrarily used, gince these lands rise
only for a foot or two above their surroundings. On these
highlands the permenant settlements of the Dinka are
lacated.

During the rainy seascon - May to Wovember - the whole

aren is subjected to flooding which becomes disastersus
in some years, inflieting losgss in human 1life and propert
as wes the case in 1918, 1950 and 1961-1964,

P
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5 5 4. These floods, especislly the last ones, have deforested
the Area; resulting in the disarpearsnce of the then
dense forests of 'acacia' and "balanites segyptica’,
which usged to cover the whole area. This has led to the
scarcity of wood for fuel and building materisl; from
which the ares suffers at present. Tot only that, but al=o
deatroyed some of the indigenous gresses, and intreduced
into the area vegetations such a2 torza barthii' and

t aphinochloa' which are mensnce to cunltivation.

5.2.7. The climate in this area is seasonal: charcterised by the

succession of a dry and & wet season. The dry seascn
1lasts from NHoverber to April. Puring this period there
is virtually no rain, and temperaturcs may rise up to
45°C; especially before the onset of the first rains, in
late April or early May. The rains which start in Aprll
or May, graduslly intensify to reach their maximum in
fugust and September, however the onset and the amount

that falls vary with the years.

2ol Tribal Composition

2.3%3.1, The inhabitants of the Study Area are made of three
typibal sections namely: 'Abek'. 'Adhioe', and 'Kongor' .
The last gives its name to the Are=z, These sections,
together with the'Nyusk' of Wangkulei form the sub-
division known as the "Twic Lith', which iz in turn pard
of the 'Pwic' Dinka.

2,%,2, The three sections are adminigtered from Kongor court
centre which has recently become the headguarters of
the newly foundsd, Kongor People's Rural Council; embrac-
ing the whole of the ‘i’ , 'Myarweng' and the 'Hol'
Dinka.

o
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2.4.2.

24,35,

2.4.4,

Basieally the inhabitants of the Area are sasturalists,
with livestock raiszing as their predominant activitys
occcupying the core of thelr value system. This is so,
because it is their most important source ofr food,
cash and a basic medium in their social and economic

trangactions,

Cattle is the most adapted source of livelihood to the
harsh Dinka environment. Tt provides them with food, in
the form of milk, and milk products; with meat and the
plocd they draw from the life animals, which iz =2gain
consumed as food. It also supplies them with materials

for a number of house articles such as slieeping mats.

In the social Tisldscattle iz the real and only wealth
of the Dinka. A men acguires his position in the society
by the number of cattle he ownsj; and the image of the
family iz tied to the size of 1its herds. Cattle constitutes
the bridewealth of the Dinka, since without cattle a man
ean hardly sequire a wife. "It is also paid as blood
wealth in homocide, asnd is compengation for 2 variety of
other wrongs" if. Agsin eattle iz used to protect its
ovmer from the evils and from death, vhen it is gacrificed

to gods, and the éncestaral spirits.

The Dinka have incorporated livestock raising with agricul-
ture, as a means for maximizing their opportunities for
chtaining more food; and to evade the uncertainities of

their harsh emviremment. They cultivate 'dura' (orghum)

as their main erop, plus Little amounts of maize, beans,
punpking, gourds sond tobascco. Dura is grown as the main crop;
the latter 5 are grown on ash beds prepared around the

‘Luaks' (cattle byres); and could be considered as minor
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2.4.6.

2 TN 28

ool B,

=

The amounts of dura produced vary from one yesr o
anothery depending on the amount and frequency of the
rainfall, and the flood canditions to which the filelds
are subjected. TUnder the natural hazards which affect
agriculture, and the rudimentary implements uwed, the
dura produced does not meet the family needs in most
vears; and it is usual in this area, that the inhabi-
tants purchase additional amounts of 'dura' from the

local markets to meet their yearly requirements.

In some cases tobacco and gourds are produced in surplus
to the family needs, and in such years they enter as items

of petty trade, between the inhabitants of the Area.

Fighing, hunting =and gathering are somse important acti-
vities, but not as egual o livestock raising or to
farming. They are carried ©o angment the meagre diet
available to the population; eapecially in bad years, or

lean sea80N8.

only few members of the gociety are occupied in crafits
and blacksmithing. Those form a small group, and used to
be despised in the past, by the rest of the community,
however, values have changed now and they started to
assume 2 normal position in the social 1life of the commu-

nity.

Methodology and Structuring of the Sample

2.5.1.

Two sampling technigues have been adopted in this work:

1. A universal population random technique, through
listing a1l the heads of the families; and

ii. A geographical atratified sample through grouping

villages and selecting from themn.

s
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Befare starting listing nomes, Kongor chieftainship
area was well surveyed, and o map was prepared embrac-
ing all settlements (sample map) Bosed on the
map 33 settlements units were identified. These can be
generally called villages, though in the strict gense
they are dispersed settlements, not in the form of

clustered villages.

Each group of luake (eattle byres) and huts has got 2
certain name, but houndaries can not be laid down
between these units; since it is often the case that

one settlement unit may be dominated by people fraom

the smme clan, or by 2 mixed population from Aifferent
clens. Baszed on the size of the population, and the
+tribal sffiliations, the numher of luaks and huots making

o gettlement might vary from & few to more than & hundred.

Fribal administration In Kongor ares ig gtructured in a
pyramidical order. There are II sub-chiefs in the
chieftainship of Kongor. Under each sub-chiefs therc

is a number of hesdmenj snd under each headmen there is

o number of heads of families. The first stage of listing
followed the above pyramidical order, and was carried

by the interviewers. With +he help of the sub-chiefs and
the headmen, the interviewers jisted the family heads
under each headman, geparately against the names of thelr

villages.

This was followed by 2 accond stage of listing, in which
the registered heads of houscholds were ordered according
to their settlement axes (villages). Of the 33 villages
initially identified, IT were smalgamated with the villa-
ges nearest o them, because of their very small size
being less than 7 households; or in few cases due to their

inacecessibility by cars.

Fisc
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5.5.6, Then the remaining 22 villages were listed in alphabetical

order, and 11 villages were chosen by taking the odd num-
Gaps {1, Byesedss etev)s and-migaing tac even ANCR. Those
11 villages were taken to represent the sample for this
study. From each of the selected villagzes 33% of the heads
of house-holds were taken so as to cover a 159 representa-
tion of the total number of the households in the Study
Area.

5. The Demographic Characteristics

3,1 Fopulation by gize of household

3

He

1.1.

1.2.

1.5.

Table T of Annex I, gives data on the populeation of the
household by size, The size of the houschold as seen from
the mentioned table ranges from 2 %o 18 persons. It is
clear that the size of families is large registering an
average of'T persons. This 1s mainly attributed to tradl-
+ionel and personal motives. The large family iz =adored in

the Dinka community for economic and gocial ressonR.

Economically, acquiring many children is a blessing for a2
Dinka femily, to participste in the various economic
activities ineluding: cattle railsing, cultivation, fiszhing
ag well as other home ssrvices: and in this connection the
aize of the herd is highly related to the size of the

family.

Again demographieally there ig a tendency for pecple to
reproduce more. In 2 traditional community like Kongor,

it is expected that the death rate is very high due to:
poor and primitive sonitation, shsence of medical tratment,
and the prevalence of various tropical diseases, To compen-
sate for the high death rate family security in acquiring

children is attained through reproducing more of them.

s



 Emsbiadudaly o

al::.t eﬁm mu.tﬂtv E.":

~bHg S sdd uniing we rsz-':ml- fhe &eﬁé{;ﬁt& 45 S ;"133'!-:.-

9ol asne it _m mwb- b £ TR (R 1S 'ﬁw%-.{“ L‘i Etad 3

gl S *:rI R
akBusg o0 o PER -
=i Esmrer 5L =

GHF e naddsIur

=Resymitadn faug

¥i {j @Wu. -!;ox,l'h.;;}-ﬁﬂgj mﬂ i w‘l{_ﬂu -I-J'. ._'.1
I.Lt‘wﬁu‘: ine sy’ g 15&9;& ose SR T DO

B un il SNBW BBcdsadtl do

E{.‘;ﬂﬁgﬁgﬁ SE3 outedin .és:!mt _?:f.:‘ 0 mada

v-"‘*ri, - Tadingis,

fl=Degely aF yilna®
Ha:ff-' Ly R

nLERT Belsasig

gt maddrsanen a5
=03 Seiiasia

-1

3

ol Sliosr et

vedde et i s

o PODEL T fa S E Bam 90

. - - =y
= T e TS

£il.

..ﬂ&!z.ﬂ'

" j&@ﬁmcf*‘i afﬂqwmm

Jﬁi‘mﬂ# ;tl..ﬁ, QI m‘?’ T I L-E r-.-q- vn'z
-G Gisse B .':.-.ﬂ;’;-mm_:{nﬂ&g 'tr; andn adp Va;,-'j‘j-'q— m.;m"l.}ﬁ;aad e
N IS - g TRR

85 M 4 M wsgia niﬁm - Bralvd Bderd sy

it as} k&ﬂhm‘j & ﬁﬁn ﬂéﬁ Fuigt =k

Lﬁiﬂ%*’?—ﬂ- Y ":ﬁ'"t”

ﬁ.‘—mj ST s TdorE .{m:-uﬁ-:ut; bap is.'r::id'

o .::*453&1:;».

m b.fm,1 o ttﬁm alla e

"_‘:'_;nw et fiﬂﬁ‘ aB-‘e"_t'. :

d mv:ﬁﬁﬁm o= m_qmmgﬂfwma&ﬂ R
S ondas s vay ﬂtﬁ‘_&t*i;‘» Ugs l:mr' aF L w3 370 R
NELAREY, | doddms S ey ;‘s&gfm Bl »@aiﬁﬂ:ﬂw Eﬁﬁﬁi«ﬁﬂ
1i 1;15 st ivane Ao Ia&'k, 245 By
i:@#ara-: ﬂ*@—ﬂ al. W@d ?ﬂ 3:-:; mw

ur:da:r .rﬂni" R e E R
¢ TEGEE SR SR *zsﬂﬁim,ﬁ

:ifi't.ﬁgé":: 430 s Fany! rrmy:mt- MENES NS
B, L ¢ e ﬁ’w#&ﬁi':t; T ooy %

xqjh,.s.m s {'.xﬂ'rn* 3 "\’,‘.ﬂnﬁ S ehdneh o
555 %ﬂ-*n::r ‘-vi sty Mrr*‘«ﬁm‘m ﬂﬂ!ﬁrmr.-'. g

« EESTHE: Sy

e O T ﬁsﬁzﬁﬂ-ﬁﬁq T S

ﬁz}a" S ekl diin

: il .@’%’lg '&f-ut-"f
g ,'i'ﬂ: '%fm Ilwi%‘rqj"{ .




£ 53 =

Beinging up a child is not a burden for a Dinka family,
hence they are considered =g an geonomically active pars
of the populaticn.

5,1.4 The place of children in the social life of the Dinka
is better expressed by what was written by F. Mading Deng

ir this connection:

"For a Dinkaz where he comes from and wherc he goes to are
pointe in the cyecle of life revitalized and continued through
procreationseivisssmsrinesensiiaisnsoranrroarrorsesasrrrstne
Every Dinka fears dying without a son "tn stand his head" to
continue his name, and revitalize his influence in this world.
From the time o boy is born he 1s prepared for this role; and
from the time he becomes of age to the time he enters the grave,
the main concern is that he himsell begets children to do for
him what he has done for those before him. 4 poor man of age
who has no ecattle with which to marry, a young nsi whose rela-
tives are reluctant to arrange his marriage, or a man for what-
ever reasons cannot fulfil this prime cbjective is the truely
mortal in the eyes of the Winka., When a man dies leaving
children behind people mourn but are guick to add that hls is
not "the bad death"..... Should = man die without issue,

he leaves behind an obligetion for his kinsmen to select
one relative to beget children for him, with the widow he leaves
behind or with the wife the chosen relative marries for his
L S e e R LR i
Tmmortality through procreation is more than child bearing, and
child rearing. The expression "standing the head" has much
greater social implications than the usuel word for "birth".....
Ciiviisssess Procrestional immortality 1s an extenaion of this
1ife into the heareafter, or of the heareafter into this 1life
through the memory of the dead. The closer the dead are to the
living biologiecally and soeially the greater the memory. Hence

/"i'
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one's blological child is +he best way to procreationsl ImOrta-
1iﬁy....................,..................,.,,..i.............
A echild who iz handsome, COUrGZzous. courteons, intelligent,
wise,well-gpoken, OF otherwise worthy of pralse givez his

parents the joy of seeing themselves immortalized in virtue"g{

BB Age and SeX

3.2.1. Table 2 Annex 1 gives the sizes of the young and old
population for the two sexes,., The age group 0-19 makes
21.1% and the figure for the two sexes makes 479 of the
total sample. It is clear from the sbove results, that
the young population is very high in the Dinka community
of Kongor. The results of the 1955-56 census indicate
that W79 of the Jonglel population were claszified as
children of under 15 years of age; and that 37.7% of the
population were between 15 and 30 years of age. The group
between 10 and 60 years of age constituted only 15.3% of
the populailon.

3.2,2, The fact that,based on our semple, the figure of 34.3%
arrvived =t for the ags group 20 to 39, seems lower than
thet of 1955-56 census, is due to the large nuber of
migrants from the area Auring the last yesars; and the

losses in humans because of the flood ond the civil war.

%.2,%5, The high slze of the young population is generally
attributed to the high birth rate, and the declining death
rote, especially during the recent years due +to the rela-
tive improvements in health conditionz. This causes the
dependants load born by the productive portion of the
population to be very high. The death rate in 1953 in
Jonglei aren was 1L3.9 per 1000 persons among children.
The rate fell dowm to 126.7 per 1000 in 1955. pefinitely

& iy
i T =y

2/ Deng, F.M. The Dinka of the Sudan Holt, Rinehart,
and Winston 1972 p.p. 9 and 10.
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the figure should have dropped drastically during the
last 23 years since the 1955-55 census.

z 2L, The age group L0 to 70 constitutes 18.7% of the popula-
tion. The smaller size of the aging population could
he attrivuted to the high death rate among this group,
and to the effects of the civil war and the floods.

%,%, Marital Status

z,%,1, Tables 3,4 and 5 furnish information on the marital
atatus in the Study Area. For each of the 6 age Zroups,
the distribution by percentaze of the marricd persons,
those unmarried, the widowed and those divorced is
ecaleulated and presented in the aforenentioned tables.

+ would be depleted from the tables, that the awveragc
marriage age is sbove 20 years, alaso that the divorce
rate is very negligible in this community amounting %o
only 0.3%. Based on the data in tables 3,4, and 5 the
varishles governing marriage and divorce among the Dinka

could be grasped from what follows.

3,3.2, Marrisge is a necessary condition to becoming an adult
of full legal capacity. It iz the threshold of independ-
enee from the family and the founding of a new line,e.s
Therefore marriasge is the dream of every Dinka....... .-
There arc many reasons for the prominence of marriage in
the Dinka society. One is the desire for an seshtablished,
socially sanctioned men-womail relationshiDessscescarvaes
Marriage entitles the less of cattle as bridewealth, but
on the other hand, it is also a way of acguiring cattle
and an investment in anticipation of famale off-spring.
Foremost is the goal of procreation which is the powerful

drive of marrisge and ag such generates a network of values

s
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and institutions topped by the overall goal of immortali-
ty through children, preferrably sons. Similarliy. as
immertality is a lineage concept and therefore of group
interest, marriage and all that 1t entails is group orien-

ted, as well a3, individually motivated.i

Pespite the central position of marriage in the 1life of
the Dinke, it has been observed that, marriages normally
take place late after the age of 28, which iz not the casze
among many other communities in Southern Budan. Table 5
furnishes some information in this connection, as we find
that 32.5% of the population in the age group 2@ %o 23,
15,99 of the age group 30 to 39, and 6.8% of the age group
Lo to 49 are unmarried. It is noteworthy to mention that
the 32.5% of the unmarried populatien smong the first age
group is gquite considerable in size, against what has been
elways taken for granted, that marrisge in such rural arcas
takes place early at the age of 29 or even less.

There arc many reasons behind the ‘delay of marriage. Though
the issue is individually motivated, the approval of the
agnatic king is wery decisive, for or sgainst the marriage.
Their decision is very powerful, to the degree that it may
1mgede the merriage, if they are not satisfied. Relatives
h=ve a very strong canccrn in the marrlwae of their agnstic
kin: usually tied with the role of cattls which is very
significant in this canncction. A man intending %o gct
married needs the support of his relatives, to contrihhtL
from thelr cattle to the pngﬂﬁnt of his brlieweqlth. On the

other hand his relstivés are interestad in securlnr their

3/ Deng, F.M. The Binka of the Sudan, Hblt Rinchart,
and Winstmn, lQT“ o. 9%, o4,
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future shares of the bridewealth paid +o the doushters

born by the woman, their relative is going to marry.

Thus relatives who do not approve of a certain marriage
might withhold their contribution, in which case the
marrisge is deemsd to fail, or at least delays till an
overall conscent is renlized. On the other hand whils
some fathers encourage their sons to marry, otheras dila-
trately delay their son's marriaze, till they reach an

age when marriage c¢=n no longzer be postponed. The common
reason stated in this comnection iz the inadeguacy of

the Family cabtle, in meeting the payment of the bridewsalth}
and the interest of the famlly to asccurmalate more wealth.
The situation becomes MOTre aggravated when o young mani
intending to marry has many giblings, and half~brothers;
cince the rule of age succession of brothers (the elder
marries Tirst) applies; with =1l of them drawing their
bridewealth from the father's herd. Priority in scguiring
cattle for merrisge is governed by the sbove general rule,
however, it is influenced by the status of cme's mother
among the other step-mothers. The gituation is sometimes
very much complicated when 2 father develops an interest in
scquiring more wives for himselfs which implies paying his
brideweslth from the same herd, undermining therefore the

chances of his sons in getting married.

The position of the father in relation to the sbove, is
strengthened by the facts that *he renl control over eatile,
the asctusl authority in disposing them and the mansgement
of the resources of the herds, #ully reat with the elders.
The elders practise their power over the herd, through the
decisions they take with regard to thelr selling, slaughter-

ing, bartering, sacrificing and payment of bridewsalth.

s
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On the other hand they are the ones who decide on eatile
movement, settle the disputes over the pastures, till the
land and manage its production with the help of the family

members, harvest the crops and regulate consumption.

3.3:7+ From what is mentioned above, it could be concluded that
with few execeptions, kinship, friendship and similar
institution, are means Tor cattle aguigition. Usually the
hend of the household elings to a few heads of cattls of
good standing descent and the rest of his herd is in
congtant circulation. This very fact might explain why
marriages delay; and the only available alternative for
a young man is to seek opportunitiss outside the Tamily
herd. FEven for the cattle a young man secummilates through
his own effort, such as by savings from his employment =5
a migrant wage labour, it iz 1iable that the power of
disposing this cattle falls under the authority of his
father or his relatives; and in the worst they misht be
used to supplement the bridewealth of one of hig clder

brothers, therefore delaying his own marrisge.

%,%.8. Because of all these complications arising from agnatic
relationshizs and the procedurcs involved in raising
eattle as a2 medium for payment of hridewealth, marriage
mith delay. This explains why the age of marriasge 1s
late, chaerved among that part of the Tinka population

at marriage sge.

3,%.9. As for divoree the rules observed are again influenced
by the power of the agnatic xins, same aS in the case of
marriage. Though divorce among the Dinks is o long and
tedious procedure, the right to ask for divorce iz never
denied to a womanj provided that she presents strong and

convineing reasons. On the other hand the husband has not
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Enl g

that overall right to divorce his wife anytlne he

wishes. Same woy, he has to provide powerful and convine-
ing evidences to his relatives to support his cause; since
separation through divorce may often yield in lengthy
litigations in the lewcourts, for relatives are automati-
cally involwved.

"Throughout ~ woman's marital 1ife, her agnatic kins
maintain an interest in her affairs and come To her accord-
ing to need, If she wrongs her husband, they usually
appease him with cattle, If she is the complainant, they
normally consider it a family affair. But In serious wrongs
against her they will intervene and may go court. In exLreme
cnses conflicts between a husband and wife may end in divorce

whether initiated by the man, the women or her relatives.,”

3.%,10 But it must be firmly stated shat "divorce among the Dinka
is however strongly sbhorred and rare. Even from the eco-
nomic point of wview divorce 1s undesirable"iK gince the
repayment of the hridewenlth undergoess very compleX processes.
Cattle acquired through bridewealth multiply, or are used
in the settlement of other claims or paid ag bridewealth
for a new marrisge; hence it is very difficult to trace this
eattle beforenlong time elapses. Due to this difficulty
divorce is preferrsbly avoided by all means poszible. Divorce
is actually discouraged and only approved in such extreme
cases involving the wives persistant running away wlth other
men, On the other hand the hugbend's agnatic kins view
mAYTYing & WomAn 48 an investment in fTuture, when as eXpec-
ted. the daughters of the woman in guestion would be marr-
jed bringing bridewealths in the form of eattle; and agna-

tes would have their portions out of this bridewealth.

l fand 5/ Deng, F.M., The Dinka of the Suden, Holt, Rinechar®
and Winston, 1972, pp. 102.

fans



_‘!

L

*Q;Eﬂ'"'fm P iy
:w-mi*--;ﬂmﬂ' 2frt:

#Eﬁ’."ﬁ.ﬂﬁ‘ﬁﬂﬂ e nwrm.mr ik kﬁwﬂw M? ﬂt MH‘%I‘H
z z = Daviovrl 1.&[55..'

BEEN n) 'w:a‘;n *xad ws bl I.m;l.tmtr aii‘ﬂm@: " awmraﬂ—xﬁ!

~Eroass 2l o7 ae 2, .'H;? fric v wad nla .H.wl.::r:ﬂ! hﬁ ﬁﬂﬁrﬁ:ﬁ
Yhidtpy wfy ,hnam;fhl T aaﬁmﬁfﬂ 20 .&sﬁn e

vhiild dmmeetcl aon m 5F ada b < Mﬁ&‘&-ﬂ e Bk whd 43.4“3(@5“.
BSHOTE Blokvsg ook m:i ‘ﬂ:é? a tﬂﬂ}‘i e ‘Fi el ancy Kfim‘am s

TRy J dmen og e Reaat ;-m.-."*ﬁ-*‘d;!: mii' Soclt: o $amtrss.
SrESull of Spe s th»ﬁqr fasgentl e mﬁ frm&m Ea&a&'::

i'l.

2% vee 10 ;-réﬁm b A

= s

ﬁ'*mm ?.:-.hr «:ﬂ'u it als mﬁﬁu% #Ba:mﬂun N

-ﬁ gt aw.'i-':j.&zu 1 1y ;&w-r =42 tm aﬁﬂ'*ﬁﬁ‘imis,ﬂ#ﬁi 'mfuﬁd\r-- :

oy pdd ynon -mm' Fac Esfakas ‘ﬁmﬁ el i}Liﬁ e

-Z--‘.’.*iﬁ;; s gey) L3E «%ﬁw Eah fmwﬁm ‘gshaﬁww e aas ﬁ-.t

it eenta w&m- ab Womovl wedy o alde nkaar

« A8 afesoTh waline- T m.x i nj&nwﬁ@iﬁ gy 3o hnmﬁ'ﬁ‘-{r S ..:
ST %ﬂﬁ_ ;

s posd oF 2 i‘ﬁkﬁ I 31 Fb sered ;@m Wen m’“;” 7

AT 5 O T, B -:Ei 'E-—f.ﬁ < LAGEALY aﬂg m :mﬁad wq%_.{ i
SORWEE Lsldtae “% &Eﬂ‘ e Labiovs ,Eﬂiﬁm&:: =l Jffﬁfmrj:;,

. Eucagwe forg ol i &% Pan Baa .;E@ﬂmi m.i:m %&
mldS udky e - !«;:bf obel i wﬁwaﬁ# Enm.&;ﬁqf.ﬁ Fnan
el askd ns’ﬁ%ﬂhiu—f ﬁﬂﬁmm Jﬂ:}ﬂ.‘} m
'--5-.._r...- BT £a0 . %ﬂﬂﬂ"#ﬂn.ﬁ'ﬂ"‘?ﬂl o Eﬁﬂ. e r omekrians
Fenn of Bluds m:ﬁi “nolw 8 36 exaddaned S6e bod
S S paidz=g e i STRE 1 aé&.i&ﬁnﬁﬂti _Jtuﬂ.rr.t‘*ﬂ 5!*.{.‘

o ETEEaife T -Iﬁ:t ‘lﬂ e *j*ﬂ"‘m *_tm:i* ol fiixm .‘«H‘H.'

Saedendd Io malie o




3.4,

Siass

3.%,11 As a consequence the husband's relatives will reluctan-
tly approve the breaklng of marrigse, since it entalls
future loss of cattle. Moreover, the Dinks generally

refrain from divorcing a woman with many children.
%,3,12 To conclude it can be snid that and for all the above
mentioned reasons, divorce is desirably avoided by the

Dinka.

Fadeational Attoinment, by Age, Sex and tevel of Education

34,1 Tables 6 to 9 give estimates of the educational attain-
ment for the different levels of education by sex and
age group. Tsble 9 gives the overall percentage of the
literates and the illiterates. It is elear from this table
that 10.5% of the population of the Study Area are literate
and 89,5% are illiterate.

74,2 The rate of illiteracy is high all over the Budan, but
is relatively higher in this area. mis is attributed
to two main fackars namely: the limited number of educa-
tional facilities in the area and the general attitude of

the people towarcs educetbion.

%.4.3 In Kongor areo (chieftainship) cattle ralsing is the
dominant occupation of the pegple. The labour provided
nwy the chiléren is essential for the family herd, being
fully engaged in the migration movements entailed by the
grazing of cattle during different seasons. This definitely
bers many children from attending schoolz. In +the =scholn-
stic year of 1977-78, 40O children applisd to be accepted
in Kongor primary school. The figure amounts to only A5%
of the children at school age, which implies that 65% of
age group did not spoly. From the tobal figure of 40O

R



- SVeds ofd f.t:r m% dactd r_tu ae;ﬁ’iﬂeé:; ¥z ma*-um s?.‘ &z..,.?:--:.":

S¥ vl I3hlave ﬁm_nr- a.‘t sﬂ'.wﬂa -"ém.u “"'.t fwml&ﬂm

b xma we goble W% QJJW.E #mm:tu -:zﬁf e F3 8 —H:am&' _.'_ =
sdt ¥ 5-}.3“ naq.’ﬁf&&m*t et apely ©oabey ,g.m"mga# o
sEany wpdd oo &f%_&? 28 ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ-‘.\‘mm bas jodursiil

: 3R N romliaain Sicidesiby - b
'-Hili:"ng-‘_"_ Lowic .T:u'z!'bﬂﬁa ﬁﬁ‘ 1s E-"-:TEL-?EQ .ﬂ‘&tﬂ X ﬁﬁ’ B Wtﬂf ._-‘51;}5 E :

aresaFil ows pwy ﬂxﬁﬁﬁ &ﬂ:tfu mi#ﬁm@@ ﬁﬂ s ag,;;_ ?jﬁﬁ ___:_ — e

e ;" "#\."' = ___.:_--:q-fﬁkt‘! ‘Eﬁ_‘ﬁﬁﬂ:

= ;;_::n_-smaw B
e 75 SRR, mm <13 **&fﬁmum‘i e ow’w?f-.-

0 shadte by Areoaey 8

MY ER pniv
.&&&mq REEA . RN e
S (et v 14aT 588 A ,'ez:m"#kfam o3 mr.f ‘Ed‘ SE

S v Bafbndo- mﬁw rolds Wgﬁ o :

CER ATl pkaT . zm%ﬂm N Hﬂimﬁ“ﬁ&ﬁm u-,. yaa..,q
wfodos g a] LAk . e |
‘;;r"'rm:rm- & o & t{ﬁ&ﬁﬁ

:q:"f'- 1r_,rr:-f:!. o BEny ﬁrua uma;gi-}

1o




3.4k

3.4.5

)

only 75 were acceptod. making 18% of those who applied
and only 9% of the total number of those at achool

age in the Study Area. OF the last flgure 6.2 were
girls.

To measure the attitudes of the natives towards education,
three questioqs embraced by the study on the "dynamics of
aocial change - "were asked in this connection. The
first question was "Have any of your children attended
schools?" From 150 cases (the size of the sample taken),
5l answered positively and the remaining 96 gave a nega-
tive answerj which indicates that only 36% of the popula-
tion have children who attended schools. The gecond
question asked was "Why do you send your children to
gsehoola?’ Many answere were given, but the one which
ranked very high was related to the role of aducation,

in improving the economic and social agnectes of Life. As
for the third question it was on "Why do you not send
your children to school?" Many of those interviewed
tried to avoid admitting the presence of children at
achool zge in their families. Others claimed that their
ehildren are busy looking after cattle and home affairs.
A third group answered that they do not realize the value

of education.

From Table 6, it is clear that those who attained the
variougs levels of education fall within the age grouy

7 to 2B years, constitubing 90% of the total number who
attended schools. No doubt thisz is due to the late intro-
duction and slow advancement of education in the area, the
effects of the civil war, and the floods, However, the last

two factors had as well theilr positive influences on the

§f Another topie investigated by the Settlement and
Social Services Unit.

Jeiiae
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3.4,

3.4.7

.4.8

e

attitudes of the population. The desertion of a sizesble
part of the porulation o its homeland, seeking refuge in
the northern parts of the country, in the towns in the
aouth, or to near by countries, have inflicted a positive
change in the attitudes of the population towards educa-
ticn.

Tt is apparent also from Table & that 61§ of those who
rezelved education have not succeeded in completing
primary schools; which counld be attributed again %o the
unstable conditions of the past due to the civil war and
the floods.

Table T and 8 reflect that the male population have
tetter opportunities in attaining schools compered to the
female posulation. BEwen for those who have chances o
ottain schools among the latter category, their education
have stooped at the age of 19, due to sarly marriages.
Generally girls are a source of wealth in the Dinksa
society since they bring cattle to the family throush
bridewealth, hence there is o genersl tendency for the
community to withhold girls from atbaining education.
This is mirrored by the case of Kongor school where out

of the total pupils population only 129 are girls.

Tahle 9 gives the overzll percentages of the Literates

and illiterates. It indleates 2 hizh rate of illitracy
for the whole ares specially among the elderz. The figures
egtablish  that from the age of Lo years end above 11li-
tracy is 160%. The population in this age group constitu-
tes sbout 229 of the totsl population of the area. The
ressons behind the high rate of i11litraocy were mentioned

earlier in this paper.
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2.5, The Economically fActive Population by Place, Age and Sex

Fuh.l

£ e

P PR

5528

TuheRGn

The estimates related to the cconomically active popula-
tion are given in tables 10 to 12. Table 10 gives the
nroportion of the economically active population for both
sexes by place of residence: being employed within the
seme area, or outside the area. The figures reflect that
gl.%% of the working population are employed within the
seme area, while 8.7% are employed outside the area.
Normally for the Sudsn the sge of the economically active
population is given ag 15 years and shove: bub in our
case the situation is different, as the age of the econo-
mically asctive population starts from T years and even

lowex.,

Occupational Structure

Livestock Raising

The mein occcupstional gotivities in the study area are
1ivestock raising, subsistent agriculture, fishing,

and hunting and gathering. As for livestock, cattle is
the most important slement in the economy of the ared.
Apart from lts social importance, it is considered as the
most secure source of food for the family, especially in
the years of crop fallure. Hence the Dinka give more
time and effort to their herds, compared to other occupa-

tions.

The nctivities of the Dinka are wvery well moulded with
the climatic change throughout the year. The migratory
pattern of the Dinka ig divided among threes arsas, namaly s
the highlands where the settlements are established, the
cattle cnmp sltes on the highland, where the herds are
wept just before and after the peak of the rainy season,

g g gmiaa oY enn e o piver DrOper.
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z.5,2.4 Cattle arc driven out of the "}iiaka' - byrez - to the
eattle camps, ab the end of the ralny season, sometimes In
Potober. They remain grazing in the vieinities of the
cabtle campe,on the highland, till the end of December.
By then they start the journey towards the toiches which
they might reach as early as January, depending on annual
grazing conditions. The toich grazing contimues up %o
May, when the back Jjourney starts towards the cattle camps
on the highlands, which they might reach in June, depend-

ing on the annual conditions of rainfall.

%,5,2,5 The life of a Pinka is divided into two stagcs: either
following the cattle when young, or residing in the villa-
ges when old, In the three types of grazing lands, cattle
rearing is attended by the young,age of T up to the marriage
age. The young boys and zirls are nearly all thelr time
tending cattle, teing in the toiches, cattle camps or

"usks".

2,5.2.6 Their daily activities are varient with the sezsons, yet
repeatad from one year to another. In the cattle camps,
the young men are organized in groups of 4 to 6 depending
on the size of the camp, to drive the cattle in shifts to
the grazing lands. Those out of shifts engage themselves
in fishing, hunting and repairs on the cam gite. The
children, on the other hand are preoccupicd with the collec-
tion, cutting and spreesding of cow dung, to be dried by
the sun for use as fuel. Girls milk the cows in the morning
and lesve them for the boys so as to be released from thelr
pegs and driven for grazing. Cows are slso milked in the
evennings after belng tied to their pegs. Betwszen the
morning and evening, time 1is distributed among other smaller

tasks, such as dung collection, rope making, etc.

e



S A dmﬁmw;trﬁ e sEzbAn '41 AGE O
al =Hgkiengde em RHbeA" auid Em&ﬁ;i.. s aanny fr_;,‘f'.L,ﬂ'!?“' )
o= g3 '-.“- ] ..i,,ha‘ aﬁr o AT .m;, 'r.tm-r e R RS P

cralimsal- 2 Sei ok S1 _mvmmi:_:sﬂr 6 ey sf3%ngl
d:iﬁw;ﬁ%ﬁ;&:‘:i&:': ,-E.T.a&*ﬂfm SRR ﬁﬁﬁ«;i‘m:a* BT ¢ :aﬂi“:l“ R
Tabsn o il Azl LNEADRTL ap \,.l.'ﬂm 11.*: 1!5:.:'!’ oo T.-,,Fli*:‘ ';»
G ke dnis *g;&iaﬂ-:h HoLoF i Vi aan ' :
amns alddbe gy e FDnaund E.’""’"?E *E’%‘"Tif-‘r‘ .&ﬂﬁn Sl meiky e
~onsosl | ssul b Hamamogit - Sl .d;-!:ﬁ:_&f _=_ii_z..-ﬁ*..‘.'ﬁa£a. el
Lpiabsn o encddthoos £aupan sl ):_rh-.

seitiEat sa- il ﬁﬁ‘d‘- Ot oflurib m”. Ei?r_-:?.t E30 vfr...f f’éiﬁ: ?'.,‘y‘.?.‘ Em‘f
~olIL AT nd Lok 0. ETINAE m;-fw,um,i'::s SHR nsTop e
ALEEES L aleniant: SRS B v daml) H{i*‘fﬁ -fiii R ARges
et Bl o o bR 935-‘ G o Y g iﬁ‘}#ﬂ-# af-; -I.fg‘.r.\x ;
S iiend 11 1,.1%%: s b lrky S e{gﬁ E Lifg 5 %«Hgm ;
Toliing TSR ER e S o nk dEteR et *:r*innv*
' ey

FIY jBfCEnLn T My Fas o, Ses ﬂﬂl’“‘.‘&“:jl#br'ij[l#’b TSR E
EY0D SEI L N BT stk =3 ﬁao? %H{.‘- L -w%ﬁﬂ% &
BETRT i ) Peod e wgsmf il m:,l: vm‘%v-* '.',-T‘{gﬂfiwﬁ Sl
3 afZhle Bl e«i?-r%*-?%*-ﬂ LS GEeT NS S bRe s5E me .
:;-Jlﬁf‘.‘_-r.ﬁ;:'-’i'.r ity L.:J'l?f_ﬁ}b e "“-" ¢3Lﬁ “"“’E_'kn&.]_ ,!f.»z.’.--ﬁ"v 3 -‘R‘W w 5
ko) .:*JJ;:Ei"' 22 &si::l' = 8 f“""i"_#‘f‘.:__:? :.:s..tifni‘% =l S
-ralfas st Aies "15@2‘1‘ B T vﬁ-‘*?ﬁ“ﬁﬂﬁ#**

e BoFal o v, bR ME:'WM ‘b"i*“*a‘xar* SR -"j“: 5
SR 9fs o) Ame S ETET L a8n ..jm@% St soiate s
ksl rod) Soitrs. o {Tr:.’f o3 2k 8- a3 :ﬁ#%‘l WAET BupnE ;’i‘“.?'-'-r :

gl it bl Ve 2w zm:ft* .«mm’tyw £|‘*‘VJ'£? Bae Ehaat
SR R = *'.;—“_ .-.‘ﬁg gt oy G énsa.hu‘i XS winkaddie. il

SITEARS st mﬂ'ud‘ix*':wz, sk .3&1I$‘?‘L bh 1 @ﬁm-,w
cada .{" 52T Eﬂtx—ﬂ EﬁrHc’I& ;gc;m; § 13 Wﬁ*ﬁ g7 md-' ¥



3.2.3-
i AL G

55452

~2o%

During this period when the ¢attle are in the toiches,
the 'old' men and women tlus the very young children
cemain in the highland settlements(villages) with few
goats and sheep, as well =s, some milking cows to
provide them with milk. Aetivities in the village
settlements are limited to the completion of the harveat-
ting of the second dura crop and the maintainance or

reconatruction of "luaks" and huts.

ggriculture

The Tinka practise agriculture to supplement their food
reguirements. by producing 'dura’ sorghul, which is

their staple food crop; plus some other minor erops such
as maize, pumpking, tobaceco, gourds, ebe. Thouzh the
amounts of dura prodoced, rarely meet the family neeads
for a whole year, yet whatever smounts harvested are very
subetantial for the local economy. Agriculture is fitfed
in the overall yearly ecycle of activitieé; particularly
in relation to the migratory pattern of Tivestook move-
ments between the 'toiches' and the highiand gsettlements.

The areas cultivated are very small, limited to the
patches of land surrounding the homesteads which are on
the average avout llﬁE acre for a family farm. Both men
and women contribute their Iabour to the preparation of
the fields, sowing, weeding, and harvesting. Two croDs
are produced during the rainy season, whlch extends from
June up to November. The implements used are Very primi-
tive, normally a kind of digging stick with a sharp head
for the preparation of field and a wnife for cubting the
sorghum ¢ars. Seeds on the other hand are cbtained from
the harvest of last year, with some selection practised.

o fetilizers are used, except for the gpreading of ashes

o
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and dung on the maize and tobacco. bedsy prepared close
to the outerrwall of the "luakx". The crops suffer from
many hazards ineluding: nests, floods and sometbimes
irregularity of rainfall. Yields are very low and the
family hardly reeps from the two harvest an smount

exceeding llje sacks of dura.

Hunting

1 Hunting is not an organized activity cormunally rractised.
People hunt when they need food, when there 1is shortage in
dura, when there is no sufficient milk, or during lean
years. They hunt various types of animals, uging many
methods of hunting such as: speors and dogs, trapping or
digging = hole for animels to fall inm, especially for huge
animals, or group hanting normally practised by the young
men when they are in the cattle camps. With regard to the
latter the young men from a sertain camp will awake aarly
in the morning, surround par® of the countryside and begin
shouting to scare the animals; which once they gtart romning

will be speared by the hunters.

Fishing

1 Fighing is practised more than hunting using mainly speors.
They usually fish in the waber pools in the hizhlands during
the rainy season. Almost everybody takes sart in fishing,
and is carried in grouDs or by individuals when they feel
the need %o supplement their diet. The wrofessional fisher-

men. use nets , while same use hooks as well.

Gathering

It is resorted o dguring the time of famines snd lean
seagons . Gathering iz undertaken mostly oy women who
collect many types of food such as frults, .. "palanites

segyptica” and various grass aceds, such as "wild rice”,

fai
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The Economically Active Fopulation

Tt is very difficult to provide = aatisfactory definition
to a term such as “seonomically active po;ulaticn" parti-
enlarly among nomadic and gemi-nomadic people like the

Pirka who practilse 2 kind of transhumance movement .

The first major manpower enumeration, for the whole coutry
was undertaken as part of the 1955-56 census. It incloded
detailed information on enonomic activity, epumerated for
all the people aged 5 years and sbove. In the 1973 censue,
a different concept and definition ef the labour force was
applied. Despite the fact that the data collectad on man-
power wag for people aged 12 years and aboves +he tabulated
preliminary results hove been presented for the population
aged 15 years snd above. The apolication of a restricted
definition of what comprises seopomie activity has resulted
in the omission of women 1n rural sreas from the labour

force.

In the southern provineces, the 1.5 million peoplc aged 15
years and sbove form 55% of the tobtal population. Almost
half of this figure - 727 shousands - are recorded as
coonomicslly active. In the South as a whole 17% of the

women are recorded RS ceonomically active.

Women imvolvement in the grnditional economy, in the south-
ern reglon is part of the gencral pleture in the developing
countries. They are fully occupied in t+he economic activi-
ties some o8 men and in soue ngpeche CVENL MOTC. This ia
gpeeially true in the gltuation of the nomads, to whom the
Dinka belongi and though 28 a social and econcmic ZrouD
produce fer less than they are potentially active, yet no

one can be described a8 nnemployed .
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Though the Dinka are chiefly reputed as devoted to their
cattle, they are also cultivators who exert much effort

to raise their crops. The family usually works its own
land, herds its cattle, built its huts and luaks, hunts
and fishes. These activities require the participation

of every available hand. Most of the work is shared by
all, with some division of labour based on sex and age.

In sowing men dig the holes, while women and children
fallow to cover the seeds. Weeding is shared by both.
though it is the major task of men. Women cater for

most of the harvesting and threshing of the cropj in addi=
tion to their normal house keeping activities, preparation
of foed and the nursing of children.

In all it can be stated that a1l of the individual members
of the economic unit = the household - are economically
active, and spread their work over all different occupa-
tions, according to the seasons and the contributlion
expected from each.

Referring back, to the data gathered through the survey,
to throw more light on the above conclusion, it could be
depicted from table 10 that 91.3% of the economically
active population live within the Study Area, and the
portion working outside the area amounts to 8.T%. Concern=
ing division of labour by SeX, the percentage of the male
population working within the Study Area is 88%, with

the remaining 12% being employed oubtside the Study Area.
As for the female population, the percentage of those
actively employed within the Study Area Tises to Ok A% and
drops to 5.5% in case of those employed outside the Area.

Lons
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_ %25.7.8 With regard to children, 96.3% of those aged T to

%6,

S

6.1

GaBe

g years are to be found living with thelr parents
within the Area, and contribubting their lebour tO
the family activities, egpecially in livestock rals-
ing. The rest %, 7% live outside tha Ares, with
quite a sizeable part of them motlvated to migrate,
in search of educational opportunities utiing up
with relatives living in towns and in small services

centrag.

Migration

As mentioned earlier, 8.7% of the Mopononically active
population” migrate outside the region. Besides out-
side migration, there is the tpanshumance movement
after the cattle within the area, which could be termed
a5 domestic migraticn. Both types of migration are
influenced to =z large degree by social and economic

congiderations.

Tehle 11 and 12 give some fipures on the size of the
migrant population by age group. It is apparent from
the two tables that most of the migrant pooulation is
drawm from the age groun 10 to 29, being mostly un-
married ond illiterate. Within the same group, the
narber of males migrating for erployment outside the
Aren, is drastically greater then the number of females:
and the few migrating from the latter group take up jobs
only in cities. Moreover, not many wives accomparry their

nuskands in search of jobs.
The decision to migrate is taken on individual accounts g

and ia essentially motivated by a drive to overcome the

soelal differences in access to economic opportunitics.

Lon
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Ag such, it is 2 basic component of the process of
soeio-sconomic development; starting writh the individual
and commlatively leading to o broad change at the level

of the pommanity .

Males are inspired to migrate to earn mONEY to meet
individual and family requirements. Using their carnings
to obtain cattle is one of the basic motivations for
young men to migrate. Assiasting in the payment of taxes,
tp gpare the family herd from selling, is another drive.
Other motivations inclnde helping the family to Overcome
+temporary shortoges- in food, particularly the purchase

of additicnal amounts of sorghum, and to cbtain some

improved goods and clothes.

The {igures in tables 11 =na 12 reflect = striking feature
of the phenomenon of migration and that iz the deminance
of the young age grouns smong the migrant wopulation. The
explanation for the prevalence of this phenomencl conld
pe found in the following.

Marriaze is valued by the Dinkas as an expedient threshold
to becoming an adult of full social capacity, leading ©o
indenendence from the family, and the cetablishing of 2
new procrented life. This isz really a dream of every
Dinka. The realization of this dream necessitates the
payment of pattle a8 bridewealth; but due o the fact
that the cattle population has ween reduced through
natursl hazards and the upheavals regulting from the
floods and the lonZ eivil wars cattle has become time-
wise dearer to obtain by the traditional methods. With
the decline in wealth, rose 20 increased need to migrate
+o areas of employment to eart money, accumlate savings

g0 as to ghiain cattle.

A
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Other factors that increased the rate of migration
include thé jimpact of the change resulting from the
dispersion of the population, during the civil ware and
the floods §erihd, into foreign lands butside the

tribal domain and the knowledge gained by the peonle
while living as outsidersy whether in the Northern parts
of the country o in néighbouring gtates. Of similar
effect is the sbsence of paid jobs within the tribal terri-
tﬁﬁyg and the fear lived through by young men, of being
rediculated by girls for teking shameful paid jobs within
the area. Whatever the motivation is, the main drive of
most of the young men is always to make money fast, and
return home.

Coupled with the above is the dwindling of the age-set system,
which is a strong cause behind the out movement of the youth.
As the protection task, once rendered by the youth, has

btecome effectively curtailed, their vitality finds no outlet
in the tribe, so the tough manual jobs which the migrant
undertake function, both as an outlet and as a source of
income. Moreover, the social security that used to be granted
by the family, the age-set, and the tribe is at least declin-
ing.

Azain children are going away for education, Education in
itself is skeptical of the validity of the old assunption of
age stratification. This leads at least in some degree, to
the questioning of the establised authority of old people

in the society, which further results 1n a latent if not
open conflicts between the interests of the old and those
of the young. The fact that there are no jobs to attract
those educated home and that education orientates children
to a world different from their tribal one,
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alienates the educated youngs into the towns. This is
furtherly sggravated by the farct that the modern and
the traditional cultures have not developed the means

for genuine integration.

A further reason; behind the migration of young men for
employment is the enlightment spread by the returning
migrants, who may unintentionally act as inmovators, by
introducing the "potential migrents” to new ideas, new
walues or styles of life, cxisting in the receiving
places. Demonstrative expenditurs, or attractive cloths,
might =srouse jealousy =nd agpirations in the hearts of
the young. Consequently they reapond by departing thelr
places after the hovpe of fulfilling thelr aroused asplra-

tions.

In contrast to the young, old people are in mosy cases
sntisfied by their conditlons in the traditional context.
0ld men hold senicor positions in the tribe, their limited
necds are largely fulfilled; they zset part of what the
young men gain, whether locally in kind or from what the
young men raise in towng in the form of ramitted casil.
Finally, old men enjoy = considerable command over all of
the available rescurces, particularly cattle and the land.

L. CONCIUSIONS

4,1,

Based on the findings of this report, it could be conelia-

deds

- that the size of the family unit in the Dinka soclety
ig directly related to the tpraditional values, abtribu-
ted to the role of the family, as the medium through
which procreation 1s attained,snd to the labour supplied
by its members esgential for the two types of econcmic

activitics; presently rractised in the area. Unless

e
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changes in the value system and in the local econonty
take place, coupled with the expansion of edueation,
the drive of the Dinka for large gize families will

continue in the future:

that ecattle, continuing as 2 mediuwm for payment of
prideweslth, being contributed and received through
agnatic group initiation and decision, will perslst

sg n factor in stabilizing marrisges and minimizing

the Aivorece rate. The development of a cash economy,
and the adoption of money tranasactions, possibly to be
acpelerated with the Progross of the development acti-
vities associated with the Jonglei Canal Projects, will
definitely bring in the long run changes in the settle-
ment of morrisge payments, through the usc of the cash
medium. This will surely lessen, in time preapective,
the role of cattle and consequently that of the zgnatic
kins from both lines; & situation slready gxnerienced
by the Baggara nomads, who used o sebtle port of thelr

marrisge payments in cattles

that the high rate of 1llitracy, relgning over this commi-
nity, will be an obetacle to the progress of the develop-
ment process, anticipated to emerge a8 2 regult of the
wrojects associated with the Jonglel Canal. The data
furnighed by the survey in this connection, foster the
recommendations made in report No.5, demonstrating the
urgencey for the adoption of the crash programne, oub-
lined, which embraces the rehsbilitation of Hongor
primary school, the building of the General Secondary
8chool, and the provigion of a village hall to run

literacy claszaes.

s
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- that with the development activities, associated with
the Canal Projects, particularly those presently reco-
muended for the Integrated Rural Development Programme

for Kongor Centre as outlined in reports 5 end 6, employ-
ment nossibilities wlll be generated within the arsn.
This will hopefully provide the migrant wage labour from
the area, with new opportunities for employment within
the area, instead of the long move to distant centres of

pepnomic sctivities.
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ANNEX T

Table 1

Population and Households by size of the Housshold

Size of the houschold Numbers of houscholds Totol population
of heouscholds
2 z 6
3 16 ha
L 27 108
5 36 180
& 31 186
T A2 2ok
8 21 168
9 8 T2
10 6 60
11 b Lh
12 b Ll
12 3 36
1% L 13
1k 2 =8
15 b A0
16 1 15
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Tahle 2

Percentoze distrivution of Pogulation by Ame and Sex

Age Group Mals Female Both scXes
0 -9 1.2 11,7 25,0
10 - 19 3 B 17.0 1.1
20 - 29 3,6 8.9 18,5
30 - 39 7.2 8.6 15,8
ho - 49 5.0 L4 gl
50 - 59 2.8 G5 5.3
60 + 2. 1.9 L,p
Totzal 52.0 48,0 100.0
—- — = - -_—_-_-:.__L—ﬁ::x“mfr-‘n_-—_ :-;:—-;n:_"—"'..._.ﬁ--":::--—'-ﬁ'_——.‘—
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FPercentage distrioution of posulation by eduealkional

attainment. sze. sex and level of edrcation

Sex: Both seXes

=

ége groun

Education level 1 7-9| 1o-i4| 15-19| 20-24| 25-29 70-34| %*5-39| Total

Primary schocl not 10.6] 22.1 | 15.9 6.2 1.8 1.8 2.7 558 &
comoleted

?rmary SChO{ﬁl - 019 hth‘ ll% = - - '_Ir'll
comleted

general secondary - 1.8 9.7 6.2 0.9 0.9 - 19.5
school not
complebed

General secondary - - 27 2aT - 0.9 - e,
school comuileted

Higher seconlary - - 0.9 2L - - - )
achool not CDMﬁlEtEf :

Higher secondary - - - 0.9 0.9 - - 1.8
gchool com~leted

University - - - 0.9 - - - 0.9

Total 10.61 24.8 | 33.6 | 21.2 3.6 %A 2.6 1 100.0
. T m-:#:%:m:mw:mzﬁLﬂm
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Table T

Percentage distribution of population by educationalk

attainment. age 8ex and level of education

Sex:
Sox: Mnle
o i A — T - ey S e gy
e SO

Edueational level 7-9| 10-1b| 15-19] =zo0-2k | 25-29 50-34] 35-39] Total i
Primary school not

com leted 11.0f 220l 130 | TO 2.0 2.0 2.0 59.0
Primary school '
completed - 1.0 4.0 2.0 - - - 5
General secohlary

school not cmple- - 1.0 1o.¢| T.9 l.a8 1.3 - £0.3

ted
General ssconlary

achool completed - - 3,01 3.8 - 1.0 - 7.0
Higher secondary

sohool not ¢ombled - - 1.0} 3.@ - - - .o

ted
Higher secondary

school compl.eted - - - 1.0 1.8 - - 2.0
Universlty - - - 1.0 - - - 1.0
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Tanle 8

Percentage distribution of population by educational
attainment age, sex snd level of education

Age groun

pducational level

T=9

10-14

15-19

20-24

25-29

50-3k

Primary school not
completed

Frimary gchool
completed

General gecondary
gchool not omple-
ted

Oeneral secondary
gchool comileted

Higher seconlary
school not compleded

Higher seconlary
gchool completed

University

T

25,1

8.4

TeT

T+T

Total

|

20,5

53.8

105.0
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Table

Topulation by literscy, age and sex

Sexs+ Both sexes

Age Froup literate illiterate Total
7-5 0 7.4 8.5
14-19 6.1 20.1 256.2
20-29 2.6 20.5 23,1
30-2k 0.7 18.9 19.6
35-29 - 22 .6 22.6
Total 10.5 89.5 100.9
Tabile 10

Percentage distribution of economically active population
by place of occupation according to age and Sex.

Sex Both sexes

Age group Flace of occunation Total
Some region | outside the reglon

19 96.3 3.7 109.9
10-19 O1.2 8.8 100.0
20-29 gz2.2 17.8 100.0
3059 93.4 6.6 100.0
-4y 96.8 Bal 100.8
50-59 97.1 2.9 100.0
6C-69 100.0 - 108.¢
Total { 1.3 _ 8.7 108.C
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Percentaze distribution of sconomically active population
by place of oeccupation according to sge and #e).

Sex: Male

Age groun Flace of occupatlon | Total
Same region outside the region
£ 97.5 B4 100.0
10-19 £5.6 kb 166G.5
20-£9 T2 b 27.6 109.0
30-:9 % .8 T2 100.C
Lo-l.g 100.0 - 100.0
5€-419 k.5 ol 100.0
£0-65 100.0 - 185.50
Toal 88.0 D o) 100.0

Percentage distribution o
_ by place of occupation sccording to age and scX

f economically active population

Age group Flace of ocoypation Total
Some reglon outside the region

7-C ok B 5.0 100.0

10-19 g2 .h TG 100.0
20-£9 92 b 7.6 100.0
2019 9%.9 6.1 100.0
Lo.lig 91.6 8.k 100.€
50-1539 108.0 - 100.0
£0-135 100.0 - 100.0
potal aly b 5.6 120.0
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